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Report to Sponsors 
 
Following is the latest news from Blackhawk Hills RC&D: 
 
Annual Meeting – Everyone is invited to the Blackhawk Hills Annual Dinner Meeting on April 16, 2010 
at 6:00 PM at the White Pines Inn in Mt. Morris, IL.  Dale Hoppe will speak on the Black Hawk Statue.  
Come learn about our accomplishments for the year, celebrate the achievements of our program and 
connect with our partners and friends.  For more information or to register for our Annual Dinner 
Meeting, please contact Julie Jacobs at the RC&D Office. 
 
Connecting the Green Dots Beyond the River – Blackhawk Hills RC&D will be hosting the Driftless 
Area Initiative’s Earth Day Event which will commemorate the 40th Anniversary of Earth Day and the 
75th Anniversary of the USDA, Natural Resources Conservation Service.  The Celebration will be held 
on April 23, 2010 at 9:30 AM at Chestnut Mountain Resort.  The Secretary of Ag Tom Vilsack has been 
invited to be the keynote speaker.   
 
Economic Development Workshop Series – Blackhawk Hills has started a series of workshops.  The 
first workshop, “CEDS Leadership Training: What Are the Roles and Responsibilities” was held on 
March 24th.  The workshop’s presentation can be viewed by visiting our website at 
www.blackhawkhills.com and click on the Publication link.  The second workshop, “Bracing for Impact? 
True Experiences from the Florence, CO Federal SuperMax Facility” will be held on May 5th at Buck’s 
Barn in Thomson, IL.  The final workshop, “What Are They Really Looking For and Are You Ready?” 
will be held on June 30th location to be determined.  For more information on the workshops, call the 
RC&D Office at 815-625-3854. 
 


Blackhawk Hills Broadband Project – The Illinois Broadband Opportunities Partnership Northwest 
(IBOP-NW), an 8-county (Carroll, Jo Daviess, Lee, Ogle, Stephenson, Whiteside, Winnebago and 
LaSalle) made a $67M grant application with more than $9M in non-federal matching funds, to the 
federal Stimulus Plan.  In addition, IBOP-NM has $14M in State match.  This project is a significant 
upgrade of the Blackhawk Hills RC&D’s broadband infrastructure that will meet the broadband demand 
and provide ongoing and long-term benefits to area schools, communities, enhance public safety, 
provide disaster recovery capabilities, improve service delivery to citizens and businesses and serve as 
an economic stimulus, expanding infrastructure and creating local jobs.  


  
Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grants (EECBG) – Blackhawk Hills is getting closer to 
having access to $759,460 in EECBG funds for the six-county area to reduce fossil fuel emissions, 
reduce total energy consumption levels and/or generally improve overall energy efficiency.  The RC&D 
staff will attend a training session on April 19th and is hoping to be able to offer the funds to our local 
governments shortly there after. 
 
Prevailing Wage Workshop – Blackhawk Hills RC&D is hosting a Prevailing Wage Workshop on April 
29th at 9:30 AM at the US Bank building in Rock Falls.  Tom Whalen, IL Department of Labor, will speak 
on the new Prevailing Wage laws and what impact it will have on communities.  Three new bills went 
into effect on January 1, 2010.    
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Blackhawk Waterways Convention & Visitor’s Bureau 
Promoting Tourism in Carroll, Lee, Ogle and Whiteside Counties 


Diane Bausman, Executive Director  
Report for Month of March 2010 


 
• Mar 4 – Northern Illinois Quilt Festival meeting in Union  
• Mar 9 – Carroll Co. Hotel/Motel meeting 
• Mar 11 – Tri-State Tourism Council Annual Conference at Chestnut Mountain Lodge 
• Mar 13 – Lincoln Highway National Conference planning meeting in Dixon 
• Mar 16 – Illinois Lincoln Highway Coalition meeting in DeKalb 
• Mar 23 – BWCVB Board meeting 
• March 24 – Rochelle Tourism meeting 
• Mar  30 – Whiteside County Barn Tour meeting 
 
Web Site Update: 
• Unique visitors to the website have gone up 17.03% in the last month 
• We had 2,558 unique visitors and of those visitors 700 came via keywords (the top 3 were Illinois vacation, Illinois 


getaway and Illinois vacations) and 1,277 came via Adwords.  Of those that came via Adwords, 92.52% were new 
visitors to bwcvb.com, and they looked at an average of 4 pages per visit and spent an average of 3.13 minutes.   


 
Bulk Mailing Update: 
• We sent out 605 packets of information in February and March  
 
Public Relations: 
• I sent copies of our new 2010 Visitor Guide to all our legislators & all the CVB’s in the state 
• We provided a Chocolate Trail basket for the silent auction at the Tri-State Tourism Conference on March 11th  
• We provided a Chocolate Trail basket for the silent auction at the Oregon Chamber Annual Dinner on March 17th  
• Julie is assisting with the planning for the Galena Trail & Coach Road annual meeting & luncheon on April 17th  
 
Updates & Information: 
• Our FY 2011 CVB re-certification paperwork went in March 31st and I am pleased to announce that all of our 


contributing partners committed to funding us at the same level as they did in FY 2010. The state of Illinois bases its 
LTCB funding formula on these commitments so that’s why it’s so important to have this local funding.   This support 
enables us to continue with our aggressive Adwords marketing campaign which in the last year proved very successful 
with a 118% increase in unique visits to bwcvb.com.  Another advantage of this direction is that it gives us a more 
effective way of measuring ad performance. 


• We have launched our new Adwords feature which serves as an added benefit to our contributing partners.  We have a 
general Getaway Like it Used to Be landing page which on a rotating basis, directs visitors to landing pages which 
spotlights one of our contributing partners.  This is yet another way to gauge where visitors to the site are going once 
they click on the Adwords, and also serves as a way to show our contributing partners the value of BWCVB. 


• We have become a participating partner in the Travel Mississippi River initiative which is a regional marketing effort 
to promote the area along the Mississippi River from Quincy to Dubuque as a tourism destination.  This promotion 
will launch April 12th with a ceremony at the Figge Art Museum in Davenport.  It will focus on Group Tour itineraries 
that cover history & heritage, girlfriend getaways, outdoor recreation and culinary tourism.  We will promote the 
Travel Mississippi River initiative through a website, travelmississippiriver.org, rack cards and partnering up and 
down the river.   


• Our ad in the Midwest Living Best of the Midwest edition came out March 10th and we have rec’d 25 requests for 
information from the website where they listed MW Living as their source.    


• As of today we have received 72 requests for information from our ad in the 2010 Illinois Travel Guide  
 
Dates to Remember: 
• April 19-23 – BWCVB Brochure Distribution Week.   
• April 24-25 – Grand Opening of Fulton Windmill Cultural Center 
• June 22-26 – Lincoln Highway Assoc. National Convention in Dixon 
 
We appreciate the support we receive from you and if you would like me to give a brief presentation at your county board 
meeting on how Blackhawk Waterways CVB promotes tourism in Carroll, Lee, Ogle and Whiteside Counties, call me at  
800-678-2108 or contact me via e-mail at dbausman@bwcvb.com 
 


Blackhawk Waterways CVB Mission Statement 
To increase the economic impact to the four counties represented through promotions, 


advertising and providing information to potential visitors. 



mailto:dbausman@bwcvb.com






MEMORANDUM


To: Ogle County Board


From: ASA Scott P. Robinson


Date: 4/13/10


Subject: Alteration of manner of selecting County Board chairman


Members of the Ogle County Board:


I have been asked to advise the County Board regarding the manner or manners in which


the selection process of the County Board Chairman may be altered.  The County Board Chairman


is currently appointed to that position by the County Board, but the question has arisen as to how


the County Board may choose to allow for the direct election of the County Board Chairman by the


voters and what the ramifications of doing so might be.


There are a few ways in which the County Board may alter the selection of the County


Board Chairman from an  appointed to an elected position.  First, under the provisions of 55 ILCS


5/2-3007, the County Board may simply decide, when it reapportions the County (as it must every


10 years), that the Chairman is to be elected.  This would be determined as part of the


reapportionment process.  The statute provides that the Chairman can be elected either as a County


Board member, or as one who is the Chairman of the County Board, but not also a County Board


member.  In the case of the Chairman who is also a County Board member, the Chairman's term is


two years.  In the case of a Chairman who is not a member of the County Board, the term is four


years.


A second way in which the County Board Chairman position might be changed to an


elected position is by referendum.  See 10 ILCS 5/28-7 and Article 7, Section 4 of the Illinois


Constitution.  As with any referendum submitting a public question to the voters of the County,


there are two ways of placing the question on the ballot: by resolution of the County Board, or by


petition signed by 10% or more of the number of registered voters in the County.  Such a


referendum asking the voters whether the County Board Chairman shall be elected would be


binding as opposed to advisory.  It is not entirely clear, but it appears from the Illinois Constitution


that the default term of a County Board Chairman elected by the voters subsequent to the passage


of a referendum calling for such an election would be four years unless the referendum specified


otherwise.  It would also appear that, subsequent to such an election, the voters could alter the term


of office by referendum or the County Board could alter the term by ordinance.  Of course, such an


alteration in the term would not affect someone who had been elected County Board Chairman, but


would only affect future elections.


I believe that the County Board also has the authority, under Article 7, Section 4 of the


Illinois Constitution, to pass an ordinance providing that the County Board Chairman shall be


elected rather than appointed.  Again, if the ordinance does not specify, the default term is four







years.  The County Board could alter the term by ordinance if it chose.  The term of a future


elected County Board Chairman could also be modified by referendum, presumably even if the


County Board Chairman were to be elected by virtue of the County Board having passed an


ordinance (as opposed to the voters having passed a referendum) calling for the election of the


County Board Chairman.


Because of the timing of general elections of County Board members coinciding with the


term of appointment for the County Board Chairman position under the current Chairman selection


process, it is unlikely that an issue of “overlapping” terms will arise.  In other words, the


commencement of a term of an elected County Board Chairman is unlikely to interrupt the term of


a previously appointed Chairman, because of the election cycle.  If this situation did arise,


however, it is my opinion that the elected Chairman would take the office from the appointed


Chairman.


As far as the pay and duties of an elected County Board Chairman go, the law does not


provide for any difference between an elected and an appointed County Board Chairman.  The


County Board has the ability to change the pay, powers, and duties of an elected Chairman in the


same manner as an appointed Chairman.  If the County Board wished, it could establish the


Chairman as a full-time position, but this does not automatically occur simply by virtue of the


election of a Chairman as opposed to appointment.


I think this summarizes our answers to the questions raised about this issue.  Please let me


know if there is anything else our office can do to assist in this matter.


–Scott P. Robinson


Assistant State's Attorney
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This meeting will be taped  
Ogle County Board Meeting Agenda     


 
Tuesday, April 20, 2010 at 5:30 p.m. 


 
Ogle County Farm Bureau Bldg., 421 W Pines Rd, Oregon 


 
Call to Order:   
Roll Call:   
Invocation & Pledge of Allegiance: Messer 
 


• Motion to approve the March 16, 2010 Ogle County Board Meeting minutes 
• Motion to accept monthly reports of the Ogle County Clerk/Recorder, Treasurer and Circuit Clerk  
 


Presentation –  
 


• Juvenile Justice Council – Ben Roe – Greg Martin and Sherri Egan 
• Proclamation regarding Juvenile Justice Week in Ogle County (R-2010-0418) 
 


Appointments – 
• Dixon Fire Protection District – Rodney J. Fetterolf (R-2010-0401) 
• Forreston Fire Protection District – Adam W. Drinkall (R-2010-0402) 
• Franklin Grove Fire Protection District (R-2010-0403) 
• Leaf River Fire Protection District – Dan E. Zellers (R-2010-0404) 
• Lynn-Scott-Rock Fire Protection District- Curtis W. Fruit (R-2010-0405) 
• Oregon Fire Protection District – James M. Egyed (R-2010-0406) 
• Lost Nation / New Landing River Conservancy District (R-2010-0407) 
• Planning Commission - Wayne P. Reising  (R-2010-0408) 
• Planning Commission – Thomas K .Smith (R-2010-0409) 
• Zoning Board of Appeals – Jason E. Sword (R-2010-0410) 
• Mental Health “708” Board – Seth McCanse(R-2010-0411) 
 


Vacancies –  
 


• Board of Health – 2 vacancies 
• Board of Review – 1 vacancy (Democrat must apply) 
 


Application deadline for this vacancy will be  
Friday, April 30, 2010 at 4:30 p.m. in the County Clerk’s Office  


located at 122 S. Wesley Ave, Mt Morris 
 


• Ogle County Civic Center Authority Board – 1 unexpired term  
• 9-1-1 ETSB – 5 vacancies 
• Byron Museum District – 1 vacancy 
 


Application deadline for this vacancy will be  
Friday, May 28, 2010 at 4:30 p.m. in the County Clerk’s Office  


located at 122 S. Wesley Ave, Mt Morris 
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Zoning –   
 


#1-10 TEXT AMENDMENT – Ordinance 2010-0402 
Michael Reibel, Planning & Zoning Administrator, Ogle County Planning & Zoning Department, 911 W. 
Pines, Rd., Oregon, IL under the direction of the Planning & Zoning Committee of the Ogle County 
Board, for an Amendment to the text of the Ogle County Amendatory Zoning Ordinance, involving the 
following: 


 
Division 5, Section 5.01 AG-1 Agricultural District; Paragraph A. (Purpose and Intent); 
Division 5, Section 5.02 IA Intermediate Agricultural District; Paragraph A. (Purpose and Intent); 
Division 5, Section 5.02 IA Intermediate Agricultural District; Paragraph B. (Permitted Uses); 
Division 5, Section 5.02 IA Intermediate Agricultural District; Paragraph C. (Special Uses); 
Division 5, Section 5.03 R-1 Rural Residence District; Paragraph A. (Purpose and Intent); 
Division 5, Section 5.04 R-2 Single-Family Residence District; Paragraph A. (Purpose and Intent); 
Division 5, Section 5.05 R-3 Mobile Home Subdivision District; Paragraph A.  (Purpose and 
Intent); 
Division 5, Section 5.06 R-4 Mobile Home Park District; Paragraph A. (Purpose and Intent); 
Division 5, Section 5.07 B-1 Business District; Paragraph A. (Purpose and Intent); 
Division 5, Section 5.08 B-2 Business Recreation District; Paragraph A. (Purpose and Intent); 
Division 5, Section 5.09 B-3 Restricted Interstate Highway Area Business District; Paragraph A. 
(Purpose and Intent); 
Division 5, Section 5.10 I-1 Industrial District; Paragraph A. (Purpose and Intent); 
Division 5, Section 5.11 PD Planned Development District; Paragraph A. (Purpose and Intent); 
 


 
#1-10 SPECIAL USE – Ordinance 2010-0403 


Kenneth L. Clayton, 512 Ash Ave., Forreston, IL for a Special Use Permit in the AG-1 Agricultural 
District to allow a portable toilet storage facility on property described as follows and owned by 
petitioner: 


Part of the NE1/4 of the SE1/4 Section 27 Lincoln Township 24N, R8E of the 4th P.M., 
Ogle County, IL, 2.07 acres, more or less 
Property Identification Number: 07-27-400-006 
Common Location: 11215 W. IL Rte. 64 


 
Ordinance 2010-0404 


Ordinance Establishing a Moratorium on Wind Tower Approvals 
 


Public Comment –  
 
Road & Bridge –  


 
• Section 2010 Backup Generator, Award and Appropriation - $59,500 from County Highway Fund 


(R-2010-0414) 
• Section 2010 Office Flooring, Award and Appropriation -$5,200 from County Highway Fund  


(R-2010-0415)  
• Section 10-00000-02-GM County Seal Coat, Award and Appropriation - $94,000 from Motor Fuel 


Tax Fund - $94,000 from Federal Aid Matching Fund (R-2010-0416) 
• Resolution authorizing the County Board Chairman to execute a Mutual Aid Emergency Highway 


Operations System Agreement with Ogle County Highway Agencies (R-2010-0417) 
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Ogle County Claims – Clerk reads the claims:  
 


• Payments in Vacation – March 2010 -  $40,934.03 
• County Board Payments -  April 20, 2010 -  $127,694.92 
• County Highway Fund – $361,795.58 
 


o Motion to approve claims as presented  
 
Committee Reports –  


 
• Personnel & Salary Committee: 


o Update 
 


• Finance Committee: 
o Opposing Reduction of Local Government Distributive Fund  (R-2010-0419) 
o Update – Staffing Plans 
o Elected Official Salaries (R-2010-0420) 
o Non-Union, Non-Exempt Job Classification Plan (R-2010-0421) 
 


• LRP – Courthouse Renovation Committee: 
o Project Update 
o Approve Long Range Planning Invoices (R-2010-0412) 
 


• Liquor Commission: 
o Ordinance - Change of Sunday Hours for Ogle County Liquor Licenses - (O-2010-0401) 
 


• Executive Committee: 
o Copyright Authorization Request – Ron Schramm (R-2010-0413) 
o LOTS (R-2010-0422) 
o 2010 Census Partner Proclamation (R-2010-0423) 
 


• Chairman Comments: 
 


• Administrator Comments:  
 


Unfinished Business – 
 
New Business –  
 
Communications –  


o Sales Tax for December 2008 was $59,786.04 and $68,388.94 
o Sales Tax for December 2009 was $50,585.02 and $65,780.51 
o Sales Tax for January 2009 was $38,762.01 and $59,448.81 
o Sales Tax for January 2010 was $32,061.24 and $51,874.02 


 
 


Motion to adjourn until Tuesday, May 18, 2010 at 5:30 p.m.  
 


Agenda is posted at the following locations: 
 


122 S. Wesley Ave, Mt Morris (Watt Bldg)  
Ogle County Farm Bureau Bldg., 421 W Pines Rd, Oregon 


 www.oglecounty.org 



http://www.oglecounty.org/



